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1688 him do nothing. I told her the King was her father ; that she knew her duty to him ; that he had been very kind and tender towards her, and had never given her any trouble about religion, as she had several times owned to me: to which she replied that was true ; but she grew uneasy at the discourse and said she must dress herself."
The Prince of Orange heralded his departure for England by publishing two Declarations to the English and Scottish people, in which he described the despotism under which they groaned, the injuries offered to the Protestant Church and his suspicion of imposture in the birth of the young Prince.
uCe qui est. le plus fort," writes Hoffmann on the -^ November, "is that he treats the Prince of Wales as a supposititious child. The moment approaches, as the wind still holds, when we shall see the beginning of this dangerous, and hitherto unheard-of enterprise. According to appearances, the King is stronger than the Prince of Orange, as he has an army of 25,000 men, all well seasoned troops, with which he is ready to march, and a fleet, I will not say equal to the enemy's, but strong and well conditioned, whilst the Prince of Orange has sick and tired troops and badly damaged cavalry [a great storm had driven the Dutch fleet back into port] especially if it be considered that the King will be on the defensive, and that all the fortresses worth garrisoning are in his hands. But it is doubtful whether the King's soldiers are as faithful as the Prince of Orange's, for all that the King has done so far, to be agreeable to his subjects and to overcome their aversion, has succeeded neither with the nobility nor with the people, the noblemen are all in the country persisting in their discontent, and the people desire the Prince of Orange more than they fear him,
"The King has so lost credit, that were he to do a great deal more than he has done to please the people, it would only aggravate the evil (it would have been different had he acted of his^own accord, before the fear of invasion). Those who, at the King's accession, witnessed the docility, obedience and good-ddle with anything, and that the Papists would let
